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SuN EZ-3 TRIKE

By John Axen
I ' was nine years old and had been exploring my small world by bicycle for about
four years. It was early summer and the maps of the neighborhoods near and
far were strewn about the garage where | kept my favorite steed and my level of
anticipation was overwhelming to say the least. | had dreamt of the roads that
would lead me to new discoveries and maybe others who shared my love for
pedaling as well. It was perfect! Then the worst possible thing I could imagine
happened. The doctor’s statement still rings in my ears as if it was yester-
~ day“Son, you have to have surgery to remove a growth and you won't be able
to ride your bike for at least three weeks” Three weeks! | was devastated! Three
weeks! What was 1 to do? Obviously, | survived because the journeys continue
today but I stilt feel the hurt. | have my friend Grace to thank for reminding how
- badly | hurt at that time.

28 Hecumbent & Tandem Rider Nomber Siy



| Can Ride!

chihiren tha

Atths

poi G H
oami suw e
snCung W hoy cves e |
it lomg
ngCome on
T &he answ
slRlie O v nover
peen bl to fide a bike.” “Sure vou
can, Ws a ke sl vou dor’t have
bidance at sl After some convine-
g, she decided 0 give s vy, This
culur recumbe

EICRE ) (Jer

nai

it

2 il some he

i was guite
L
BTt b:m. down and sk as she
had a & ©in ihe
v, she wed on the

fEEUN

ik and
podads, She wa b
she rde oniy v ohi H:h u.‘ about
twenly foet but she clid ride! T oeoid
se¢ that this wis ot e tike for her

15 c!‘.:?'{x’ H'][‘

P

f» m\)k e
W ind A good solato
EZ-3 Trike

tn. of Fasy Racer
iz, luza ben working with J&B
bnperts w0 build & whoie fieer of

woad. functionsh, and economic
ibenis including the B4 und
Spori. dtowas anly @ paturad pro-
gression that they waotld develop 2
trike of the same quality. The EZ.3

Trike shires mumy of the distine
trairs of i cousins: Compact fon
wheel Base. sivees inch fron: whee
weny inch rear
iy handle bars. and the sigad

wpe recumbant In addiz
twiple crank st asd an ighiowpoe
casseiie provide the power and frong

st

vee-lvpe brakes and 2 cable operated
rear disk provide the speed control,
Top this witk Gripshift controls and 2
functional rear cargo basked you have
2 very nicz package. but can Grace
ride 7

Forthe £ s since wilt 1rg for
Recambent and Tandem Rider maga-

zine |

Bave broken & self imp\
rule. Normubly, 1 will ride & bike @
kzast one hundred mites before 1 write
@ rzview, There # variety of ree-
saong o7 thi i need 1 gel 1o
know the charecleristics of esch bike
over w wide variety of conduions.
Second. | might have just potien off
the worst bike | have ever ridden and
Hothe next iojust shghtly bersr !
ght give it @ better review than it

desarves.,

Or, just the opposite might ocour, if
the bike | juse finished with was e
exi §iave ridden. the nex bike
revigw dus to
dusy

o b-:\('\mli bike g ver
climes it takes one bt
dred ks 10 realize the subtie &t

enees. Sometimes rck loss, |
rosie five miles before Dreatized that iy

might be the
vleg’
aidn't want my
outeome of the

wanl W oaloduce my frisnd, G
and et her tell you sbout her expen-
encey,

© Watford and T

My name is Grac
& i my late foriies,
sional nurse since
ihe British s
& Bacheloss’
Sciences
Masters'

degr
and Manggoment

and 2

and England but [
e £ bicycle! T was bo
in the West indies 1o 5
SHEICT 1T s who hiat 4
I ix brother
allpwed

Trinjdad
zné very

feparted
ang two s
my brot
SpOTis &

s were to he

When |

wonld jove 10 be abke

Recumbent & Tamdem Rider, Nun




| Can Ride!

while Ieisurely exploring on this
recumben trike. It s also wonderfsl
how most people T meet want 1o dis-
cuss the beauty and comfon of the
EZ-3 trike. My soo calls it & “chick
magnet” and a “pep-mobile”My
daughters’ weenage friends want to
buy one and my neighbor wants to
trade his bike in for an EZ.3.
Personally, | 4nf having the best time
and now 1 am able 1o eéxercise and get
my hears raie up without the pain 1
expericnae when T walk on the hard
srdewalks. 1 have even ventured onto
12 bike wails with my children. Bt is
i 1 feeling in the world 1o do
iy and not be Jeft behing.
 ale 30 proud of me for
s griompitshiment. My hasBend s
supporiive ang thrilled for me. He
thinks thay T have lost my ming and
efien nd e because I onow
take off on my own through the

neighborhood. Riding this ke is
very therapautie and the time flies as
Tam having fun. I catich myself hum-
ming “AiR'L no swopping me now”
because | am on the meve ”

Sounds great doesn’t it? Grape got
i0 use the £Z-3 for about ten days and
was riding for at least an hour each
day, We figure that she rtode it
between forty and [fty mites in that
time. Mutual fricnds saw her on the
wrails with a huge smile abways, They
sald she was miles from home and
having & ball with her children. The
time had come for the test 1o end as
tiis particular E7-3 1ike was on its
way back 1o the J&B warchouse. 1
came one evening with my traifer to
retneve the much-loved tike and gs 1
was loading it in the wailer Graces’
neighbor came out 1o watch, With 2
ore of disappointment in her voice,
she stared “On, he came back for itT

felt like I was public enemy number
one 1 must admit that it was hard tak-
ing it away from someons who abvi-
ously rode it well. T thought about my
three torizous weeks off the bike
compared 10 fory pls years of naver
being able 1o ride at alf and I found §t
hard to digest. Car you imagine what
it was like to finally to be able to get
out and explore under vour own
power after all thase years? It was
probably Bke a life sentence being
commeled. That's an  amazing
amonnt of power that the EZ-3 trike
has if it can give that to sorcone. So
please forgive me for aot putiiag in
the required ruifeage for this partcn-
lar test. T am sure that Grace
Watfords™ test is worth thousands of
miles & §s Just as qualitative, if not
beter. Much thanks o0 Gardner
Martin and J&B Imports for building
yet another winner and even greater

thanks to Grace for reviving my love
for riding. Whe is the person that
should buy the E2-3 recombent trike?
Tust about anyone who has 2 dresm
and wanis 1o realize it. Go find your
Grere and take her oot on the wails,
You will be greatty rowarded by
knowing that you have contributed 1o
the riding community and aliowed the
world to be seen from a different per-
spective. Easy Riding and be safe ow
there.

(Editor's Note: A group of Grace's
friends and neighbors got 1opet
and raised the momey 10 buy he
Candy Apple Red BZ-3 Teike of
own. When Jast . she w
ing enthusiastically aboard her ©
Contact: Sen/J&E Importers,

Box 161839, Mismi, FL
Phore 205.238-1866, www joinm.
porigrs.com
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Review #35

Sun EZ-3 Trike

Comtinued from page 20

i e

e
' Shimano deraillears, & TY-32 in front
- and an Acera M3I40 Yospeed dn the
. rear. Pleaty of gearing allows easier
- riding over a variery of read condi.
| tions. Power is transmitted 1o the right
- hané wheel ealy.
| with my children, hot | can’t ride a
: bike! My decision on that cool
- augumn evering 10 share with lohn
my {ectings of inuadeguacy at not
being able 1w ride 2 bike was the cota
iyst of g dife- changing evem
“That evening, e convinced me to
ity the recumbent wike hie had ridden
- 10 the festival. L did ty but because of
recovering from recent ikjuries iy
sight ankle and left knee, it was diif-
. colt for me (o get on 10 the bike and
 be comfortable enough 1o Telax and
¢ oride. Subsequently. panic oscaluied
and T quickly ang Bhecremonioushy

1 Stopping power is = basic saftey issue with s trike like the Sun £7:3 Trike, and
. the combigatior of & Promas mechanical dise in the rear, covibined with the
i Promax rim brake in front makes for solid stapping power every fime,

removed myself, much to the amuse-
ment of those wround. 1 was even
more convinced thar T wonld pever
learn 6 ride = bike. One of my life
long goals continued i seem unat-
tainable. I can't fide a bike!

“On Senday, February 18, 2002
John calied and we chared awhile
and then he dropped the bombshell,
He had this EZ-2 1rike he wanted 1o
bring over which he was domg a
review for the magazine. He said he
thought of my desire w0 ride & bike.
He said it was simple 10 ride and very
manewverable. At first, it did not sink
in and then excitement grow as | real-
fzed tha he was trving 1o help me
accomplish a life long desive. Mavbe,
T ean fearn 10 ride. L quickly saig that
T was pame. On Presidents® Day 1
retusned from emands lo find the
coolest Tooking metallic blue EZ-3
recumbent trike parked at nw front
door. 1 conld barely comzin my
cxciternent. | was gigeting a5 § hur
ned e inspect the rike ang theught,
“Yeah. T oan do this”,

Well, we wenl outside snd he gave
™ SOme basic and vital instractions,
Fie demaonstrated the brakes, steering,
and how 1o safely get on and off e

H s : B
Solid-iooking coustruction lonks hke
the bikie was built to pass the tests of
fime. With 2 welght of 65 Ibs., the £Z-
3 Frike was desigued {by Gardoer
Martin) 1o be durable, not for time i
als. Candy Biue powder-cost paint
should maintzin s shing for long
tine, Sliding the seat forvard atlows
£asy access ta drive train.

wike. After the initial adjustments and
finding a helmss o fit Y was ready, It
Wwas easy 1o get on o the E2-3 and the
high backrest gave great back sup-
port. The level at which my knee rises
with cach stroke of the pedal is not
sueseful. T ogook off slowly and
thought to myself: “Ummmm, not
bad™1'm not panicking.” | had goad
control while riding down the srest.
Afler the third fime up and down the
street I thought: “Yesh baby, this is
wonderful and I'm hooked! As 1
made the wms 1 didn’t fecd any sense
of falling, joy swelled in my hear: and
T felt like f had hit the * ackpo:”

As [ rode up and dewn the street 1
gained more confidence. 1 conld not
keep the biggest smile off of my face.
Riding & bike was every bit as won-
derfel as 1 thought it would be [ could
red thank Iohn encugh for allowing
me this privilege of riding the £Z-3
trike in order 1o enjoy this feeling of
exhilaration and sccomplishment, 1

cgan 10 explore my neighborhood
and saw it in a different Llight, The
hovses ook much different. ¥ puess
when 1 speed by in the ear T iniss the
detsils that 1 ant now able 10 cajoy
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